26	PERSONNEL OF THE EPISCOPATE
court he was as active in politicsx as, for example, Walter
Gray or Jocelin of Wells; Guala, indeed, is mentioned as
supporting his election to Salisbury because of invaluable
service to the state.* Then he was a reformer. Dean of
Salisbury in the episcopate of his brother Herbert, from
the first years of his appointment he had begun strenuous
reorganization of his cathedral; and now, on the lifting of ^
the interdict, he was summing up his reforms in statute '
form,3 perhaps beginning his work on the Sarum c con-
suetudinary ', and resuming plans for the removal of the
cathedral to a more convenient and free position. Before
becoming bishop he had done important work as judge-
delegate.4 He was an able, energetic man, and in the
Register of St. Osmund his enthusiasm for the welfare of
the Church is favourably contrasted with the slackness of
his brother.5 The difference between the two may be
accounted for by training as well as character. For Richard
had graduated from Paris and attended the lectures of
Langton; he was c vir quietissimus et pacificus J,6 'eximiae
sanctitatis et profundae scientiae '.7
The passage from which we learn that Richard was a
pupil of Langton is important.8 It has some incidental
1 He was one of the chief executors of John's will (Foedera, i. 144; Col. Papal
Letters, i. 44). In 1215-17 he was engaged in bringing the supporters of Louis
back to their allegiance (Patent Rolls, i. 17, 42, 109, no). On 4 Nov. 1218 he
was appointed justice-itinerant in Wiltshire, Berkshire, Oxfordshire, and South-
ampton (ibid. i. 207); in 1219 to take assize of forest (ibid. i. 258). From Christ-
mas 1223 to 1226 he was constantly at court, co-operating with Langton and
Hubert de Burgh in the redistribution of castles, and the attack on Fawkes de
Breaut6 $ and after August 1224 acting with Jocelin, Bishop of Bath and Wells,
as collector of the fifteenth granted by the bishops. During this period he also
, held many offices as sheriff and constable (ibid. i. 419-21). In 1228 he was still
in possession of the castles of Winchester, Devizes, and Porchester, and the sheriffdom
of Southampton (ibid, ii, 198).
a Reg. St. Osmund, ii. 5 : * ipsum habuerat in tractandis regni negotiis socium
fidelicissimum .. . contra Ludovicum pugilem fidelem et eximium.'
3	Below, pp. 51, 52.
4	(i) He was judge in a suit between Hugh, abbot-elect of Bury, and King John:
'Electio Hugonis' in Memorials of St. Edmundsbury, ii. 69.  (2) Judge in suit
between Wells and Glastonbury (Rot. Lit. Pat., £. i29b, 132).   (3) Judge in suit
between two claimants to see of Ely (Col. Papal Letters, i, 49).
5	Reg. St. Osmund, ii. 3-4.    Herbert is here described as ' vir sanguinis, in
temporalibus strenuus et assiduus'.
6	Ibid., p. 4.	7 Chron, Maj, iiL 391.
8 Chronicon Abbatiae Eweshamensis (ed. W. D. Macray), pp. a 3 2-3. M. Thomas

